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NOTES AND COMMENTS 


THE VOICE OF THE PEOPLE. 


A SYMPOSIUM OF OUR READERS. 
'ONTINUED and persistent protests of aliens is 
(5 ers will finally demonstrate to those 
have been loading the dice against Germany in their 
efforts to fill their columns with “war news" that 
defeating their own aims, So palpable have been many o 
the falsehoods perpetrated upon the public that the pons 
gent reader is looking elsewhere for aceurate information 
concerning the great continental conflict. Many of these 
protests have found their way to THe FATHERLAND, and if 
space permitted we would publish them as 
evidence of the dissatisfaction of readers from coast to coast, 
—readers for a great part both neutral and of non-German 
birth who desire honest news and accurate information, no 
matter how meagre the exigencies of the situation make it. 

“As a student of history and from personal knowledge of 
European countries and several of their languages,” writes 
Mr. James White Howard, “I know that neither the Kaiser 
nor Germany started this war, nor took the initiative, except 
in self-defense when attack from others was inevitable. 
The periodic official dispatches from Germany seem t 
accurate and truthful and are sought by all unbiased 
Americans to counteract the hearsay and exaggerations which 
come from ignorant and prejudiced sources in other coun- 
tries as well as some, unfortunately originating in the United 
States. Truth crushed te earth rises again and facts are 
stubborn things which will eventually be known." 

Mr. Arthur Devries has been so struck with the current 
misinterpretation of facts that he believes that a corporation 
should be formed for the publication of a daily paper in New 
York "edited by some of our foremost newspaper men, hav- 
ing no political tendencies, but brought to the highest pos- 
sible standard, thus acquiring friends among the average 
American reader on the ground of its own merits.” Mr. Paul 
Holmes of Washington, D. C, points out the great advance 
which the forces of Truth have made, "very much of which 
is due to the work of THE FATHERLAND,” and suggests the 
reprinting in pamphlet form of certain articles. Almost every 
article that has so far been published in Tue FATHERLAND 
should be published as a leaflet, to be multiplied by the tens 
Of thousands at small cost; the wireless message to the 
Associated Press denying German excesses and signed by 
five American newspaper men ought to be distributed broad- 
cast; certain articles by Mr. Ridder should be spread far 
and wide; and little compilations of tbe small items that are 
hidden away in the corners of the press, out of the glare of 
the headlines and which refute one by one the slanders and 
the lies of former days should be made and diligently distrib- 
uted ... Each leaflet should contain a brief note directing 
the reader to the sources of further investigation of the siber 
ae en as THE FATHERLAND and the fair newspapers and 

le three or four books already announced for 

the te ady publ 

Mr. James Hutchinson, also of Washington, notes "the 
very great improvement in the standing of the German cause 
in the columns of the American press which has followed the 
inauguration of THE FATHERLAND, thę entering of vigorous 
Protests by German-Americans everywhere, the emphatic 
assertion of Irish sympathy with Germany and Austrie, and 
the success of German arms, togethep with the unregener- 
ate policy which many of the papers still persist in” Like 
Mr. Holmes, Mr. Hutchinson suggests a great convention 
of German-Americans “in one of the biggest cities of the 
country, to give voice definitely, unmistakeably and with 
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dignity to their feelings and their intentions in this crisis.” 
He contiauts: “The Anglo-American press has shown no 
disposition to interpret the President's letter (on neutrality) 
as a prohibition of every species of lie and calumny, and 
under those circumstances it is emphatically not only the 
Tight but the duty of the German-Americans to maintain an 
impartial general atmosphere by vigorous but dignified 


speech and action." 
“Out of the mare of | s, out of the scattered 
heroic but often efforts of the friends of Ger- 


and perhaps at least two-thirds of all the people see throu 


the illvoven mesh of lies. This holds true in such stat 
Minnesota and North Dakota, in which there are 
Scandinavian and descendents of Scandinavians, and 

there is not so much of the German element as in some of — 


the other states. This territory is covered chiefly by the St. 
Paul and Minneapolis papers, than which there are mo 
greater or more malicious liars—more venal literary 
tutes—or more ignorant literary bunglers.” | 
“During the Boer war ít is not extravagant to say that in 


Such states as Kansas, Missouri, lowa, and meij 
states the people were twenty to one in favor of the Boers, 
and that for many unanswerable reasons. Here, again, the 
Papers were all the other way, Why? Surely not to cater 
to the sentiment of their circles of readers or to satisfy a 
craving of their readers for the sensational, for in that case 
we would have been treated to as many lies one way as the 
other. No—the lying was all pro-British.” R 
How many non-Germans are thirsty for a bit of truth 
about the war is strikingly evidenced in the letter of D. V- 
Hart, a prominent broker of Waupaca, Wisconsin, who makes 
this unusual assertion: "The strange ron 
an Englishman by birth. I lived under England's rule for 
twenty-six years, and for the past twenty-six years have 
been a resident of the United States. Fourteen years ago | 
became an American citizen. —— 


“Thank God! 1 am cs ow te nature and 
a discriminating mind. ne a full mind, I 
have read extensively ot Bu European mations, their mental and 
moral presuming to be an authority 


and utterly devoid of prejudice, I dare claim to view with 
‘some clarity the dire momentous issues that have forced the 
glorious German empire to war against so many hostile 
powers; to render ‘Justice to whom Justice is due’, From 
the opening of hostilities in the terrible conflict which i$ 
destroying the peace, prosperity and progress of Europe, I 
have been and will be a strong supporter of the side you are 
righteously upholding.” 

Dr. Charles Miner Blackford, of Staunton, Virginia, re- 
minds us of the warning Rudyard Kipling gave to England 
some years ago against Russia "and yet he is now encouras- 
ing the British people in a war with Russia as an ally. 

I received a part of my education in Germany, and my heart 
goes out to her in this time of trouble.” 
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THWARTING THE PRESIDENT'S PEACE PLANS 


F President Wilson can bring about peace in 
Europe, he will shed lustre upon his adminis- 
tration and add to the undying glory of the United 
States, There can be no doubt that, both for eth- 
ical and for practical reasons, the people of the 
United States would like to see the end of fratricide 
in Europe. Even Mr. William Randolph Hearst, the 
most unrelenting antagonist of the President, rallies 
to the support of his plans for mediation, The 
American people are united, irrespective of racial 
sympathies and political differences of opinion, in 
their desire for peace, But our pacific demonstra- 
tions lose the ring of sincerity, if we sell powder and 


In spite of the President’s neutrality proclamation, 
a number of American firms are selling even now 
huge war supplies to the Allies. — , 


Japan buys field guns and ammunition through 
Mitsui and Company. 

Japan, moreover, purchases dynamite from the 
Hercules and from the Giant Powder Company in all 
available quantities. 


by any American of foreign extraction weighs as 
heavily in the balance against peace as one pound 
of powder or dynamite furnished by American 
concerns to any of the belligerenis.. How long will 
the Government permit the greed for profit on the 
part of a few traffickers in ammunition to stand in 
the way of the noble endeavor of the President and 
the fervent wish of the entire nation for peace? 


THE TRUTH ABOUT PAN.GERMANISM. 
Germany Disavows Gen. Bernhardi, 

S? much has been written about Pan-Germanism and so 

many erroneous impressions on this subject are cur- 
rent that a correct analysis of this phase of modern Ger- 
many is, indeed, timely. Nothing seems more important 
than to correct some of the notions entertained by Ameri- 
cans concerning Pan-Germanism and to face the charges 
which are now being made on the assumption that Pan- 
Germanism as it is most eloquently exhibited especially by 
Roland G. Usher in his book "Pan-Germanism,” represents 
the doctrine of the Germans as a whole. Usher's chief 
authority is General Bernhardi and whatever has been pub- 
lished under the name of the “All-Deutschen.” May I assure 
you that both Bernhardi and the “All-Deutschen” have far 
from becoming the champions of that conscientious major- 
ity of the German nation which can only be relied upon in 
questions of this kind, have over and over again been a 
source of great annoyance and a target of severe criticism, 
The danger of irresponsible writers of the kind which Bern- 
hardi represents has been pointed out constantly and the 
Government within its scope of supervision at home has 
never identified itself with this movement, nor is the present 
state of war the outcome of any influence brought upon the 
Kaiser by this party. 

We have made but one mistake 
effect of such writings as Bernhardi’s upon foreigners; their 
influence at home being very small, nobody expected an en- 
lightened people such as the American people to take serious 
ly such doctrines. As is evident to-day it has been an i 
effective measure simply to have dismissed Bernhardi. He 
was Commanding General of the VII Army Corps and he 
was dismissed some five years ago and thus thought dis- 
posed of. A more effective measure would have been, if 
Germans were using at all the tools of publicity, to 
counterbalanced his writings by some open statements mak- 
ing it perfectly plain how little official authority he was 
using. To-day whatever has been said by him is taken by 
the press of this country as the ultima ratio of Germany. 
There have been prominent men in other countries who after 
having been discredited for some indiscretion were no longer 
identified with the avowed aims of their respective people. I 
recall the case of the “shirt-sleeve interview” of an appoint- 


we have underrated the 
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od representative of this country and that of Lionel Sackville 
West leading to the latter's complete withdrawal. Why 
should one indiscreet individual who was never in any sense 
the spokesman of the German people as a whole, be forever 
identified with the programme of that people? So little im- 
portance has been accredited to Bernhardi—to be sure a 
prolific writer in his day on military matters—that nothing 
has been done to counteract his influence outside of Ger- 
many. There is another reason; his importance has not 
merely been overlooked but it could never have impressed 
itself so much on the minds of a nation in which political 
views entertained by the military carry no weight whatsoever. 


While Bernhardi’s first appeared to have been purely pri- 
vate views, the teaching and influence of the Pan-Germanists 
are indeed of a far more representative character though cer- 
tainly not any more committal as an expression of the 
Government than those of General Bernhardi. Pan-German- 
ism or rather the Pan-Germanistic movement has by no 
means the support either of the people or the Government 
which the public is generally led to believe. Among the prin- 
cipal press organs which have advanced the theories of 
Pan-Germanism I mention the Taegliche Rundschau and the 
Post. This latter paper curiously enough was against the 
war! Why? Most logically because In its first stage the 
present policy of Germany seemed to strengthen Austria. 
The programme, however, of the Pan-Germanist was not to 
strengthen Austria-Hungary but to unite all people of Ger- 
man origin living under foreign rule and rather to attach 
them more closely to the common interests of the German 
race, The Post in the critical days of the last week of July 
was supported in its policy by the Rheinizch-Wertfaclische 
Zeitung, the well known organ of the Captains of Industry 
of the German West. As a matter of fact those papers soon 
found out that something far greater, le, the existence or 
non-existence of Germany was at stake and their opposition 
ceased immediately, 


As a movement aimed first of all at certain conditions in 
Austria and Russia, Pan-Germanism had for its programme 
the Incorporation of the German-speaking parts of Austria 
as well as the assimilation of those parts of the Baltic pro- 
vinces of Russia where the German language and German 
cultural orientation prevailed. In this programme the Pan- 
Germanists have not only never been endorsed by the Ger- 
man Government, but have even received frequent rebukes. 
Their representation In the German Diet being only indirect 
and only occasionally expressed by individual members of 
one party or another is far from constituting a platform of 
any parliamentary weight. If Pan-Slavian aims to birng 
every Slav under the rule of the Czar which can only be 
attained by splitting and dismembering Austria-Hungary, 
Pan-Germanism can attain its goal only by the very same 
means; thus from obvious motives the German Government 
‘which has every reason to wish for a strong and unimpaired 
ally could not possibly countenance any such movement and, 
as a matter of fact, has constantly been In direct opposition 
to such propaganda. 


Only ignorance can overlook similar organizations in other 
countries. Besides Pan-Germanism and Pan-Slavism there 
are Nationalistic movements of this kind both in France and 
Italy. The Alliance Francaise as well as the Irredents in 
Italy which latter hopes for a uniting of the Italian speaking 
part of Austria and France under the King of Italy, have 
just about as much or rather little to do with the foreign 
Politics of their respective governments as have notoriously 
the corresponding German movements generally known as 
"Allgemeiner Deutscher Sprachverein" and the “Der Verein 


fuer Deutschtum im Ausland?" which latter are the chief 
vehicles for the expression of German thought reaching 
beyond the Empire. Anybody familiar with the, periodicals of 
these organizations cannot but admit that they represent a 
movement which is rather sentimental and in no way polit- 
ical. They become a menace only when as is plainly shown 
in the case of Russia, they gain the entire support not only 
of the people but also of the Government. Pan-Slavism in 
Russia is for this reason far more dangerous; because it is 
far more subtle and embraces a much larger and a much less 
cultured population, 

I could quote many instances to the effect that some of 
the Pan-Germanists have eagerly tried to gain official interest, 
if not support, but have been emphatically denied either. 
There is for instance a very prominent German—a former 
Minister of State of one of the Federal States—who has never 
succeeded in gaining official support in spite of his high posi- 
tion in certain circles of German society. Nor have any of 
these would be enlargers of the Empire ever secretly been 
encouraged or used as channels. No, this is just where we 
have made our greatest mistake; we have used no channels 
whatever, i. e, not even those which would have been most 
legitimate to discredit alleged aspirations! 

We are handicapped by the publicity campaign of owr 
Present enemies; we have nothing whatever now in our 
bands to meet the charges grown up before we realized 
their danger and our only chance to justify ourselves will 
be in the final outcome, Not until then the real aspirations 
of Germany will be made manifest before the high tribunal 
of the world; when peace will have to be based on no smaller 
law than that of mutual respect within certain provinces of 
national efficiency. I say our chance, but only if we survive 
at all. Chlodewig. 


THE VIOLATION OF BELGIAN NEUTRALITY. 
By HERBERT SANBORN. 
(Vanderbilt University.) 


TĘ the cry of horror which rose from the Anglo- 
American newspapers when the troops of Germany 
crossed the Belgian frontier was not repeated when Japan 
violated the neutrality of China and when England violated 
the neutrality of Spain in sinking the Kaiser Wilhelm der 
Grosse is, of course, a manifestation of neutrality on a par 
with some of the mendacious editorials in the Anglo-Amer- 
ican press and the publication of the neutral articles by 
Richard Harding Davis and H. G. Wells, The only differ- 
ence, however, in the case of these two acts of warfare lies 
in the fact THAT CHINA WAS REALLY NEUTRAL, while 
Belgium was not and never has been. 

In the year 1901, I spent the whole summer in Brussels 
and in other parts of Belgium, and know how absolutely 
pro-French and anti-German the spirit of this whole region, 
once a part of France, still is. Even the whole Flemish 
Population has been Gallicized completely. Brussels is 8 
small Paris in a sense that no city in Alsace or Lorraine 
ever has been. Everywhere there is the same loose surface 
life that we find in France; only in these countries does the 
European traveller expect to find mistakes in his bills and 
only here is the avalanche of bad money in circulation—the 
latter an unheard of thing throughout the length and breadth 
of the German Empire. 

Belgium was not and never has been neutral in spirit 
toward France and Germany; and since the Morocco trouble 
Germany claims to have documents proving the existence 
of a secret Anglo-Franco-Belgian entente. Germany claims, 
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furthermore, that ft has unimpeachable evidence that "Bel- 
gium neutrality” was violated both by France and by Eng- 
land before war had been declared on France and even be- 
fore German troops hid begun to mobilize, as well as 
information showing thst the forts at Litge were manned 
chiefly by trained French artillerymen, who took up their 
positon as soon as the German ultimatum had been deliv- 
ered to Russia. Belgium was only technically a neutral 
country—fortified merely against Germany—about as neu- 
tral ‘thes majority of newspapers which claim to reflect 
American public opinion at the present time. All of these 
things might serve to justify, the German occupation of Bel- 
glum, if, indeed, Germany needed to invoke them. 


It has been alleged by English ministers and others that 
England has entered upon the war for the sake of main- 
taining Belgium neutrality, but documents show that, when 
Germany asked England to guarantee the neutrality of Bel- 
gium in the present crisis—which ought to have been, if 
England was sincere, all that England desired—Eng- 
land responded with a declaration of war, Of course nobody 
familiar with European politics was so silly as to believe 
that England would wage a war for the sake of Belgium, 
or any other nation except "perfidious Albion.” 

Discussions of the morality of Germany's act are pre- 
cisely like the ethical discussion as to whether a lie is ever 
justifiable, Kant went so far as to say that if an assassin 
intent on murdering one's best friend should demand infor- 
mation concerning his whereabouts, under such circumstances. 
that silence would give the assassin the desired information, 
morality does not permit one to tell a lie even to save 
one's best friend. Nevertheless, a sane ethics will always 
approve, as does Victor Hugo, the attitude of Sister Sulpice 
in Les Misérables when she tells the first lie of her life to 
save Jean Valjean from the clutches of Javart. 

Germany's situation toward Belgium was like that of a 
young giant surrounded on all sides but one by an impreg- 
nable iron wall and having through the one side an easy 
means of escape. His enemies then force him to promise 
that he will not escape by this means and then plan to 
starve him to death in his abode when he has grown too 
large for its narrow confines. Such conditions are exactly 
like the abnormal conditions which Germany faced in the 
problem arising out of her forced signature to the Treaty of 
1839. She signed it, just as she permitted France to retain 
50 much, because at the time she could do nothing else. 

England and France desired “Belgium neutrality” solely 
because they were to be benefitted by it; so that it is quite to 
be expected that any breach of it must appear extremely im- 
moral to Englishmen who find nothing but the “white man’s 
burden” in the Boer War, or in their frightful and barbaric 
oppression of Ireland, India and China. When Germany be- 
came strong enough she broke a promise that had been ex- 
acted from her unjustly while she was too weak to protest. 

This initial injustice produced the abnormal situation 
which cannot be tested by the normal every-day standard of 
ethics for the individual. In this connection it might also be 
Temarked that the Rev. Mr. Mocksome of Springfield, Mass., 
who calls the Kaiser a liar for claiming not to have started 
the present war, might find the beginning of the present 
struggle farther back in history than the moving of a few 
train-loads of troops on August second, if he would only take 
account of the snares, which idealistic Edward the Seventh, 
and the French President who enriched his mother tongue 
with the expression "a la President Faure” bad previously 
set for German idealism. The blackguard who calls another 
self-respecting man a liar is the man who starts a fight, 
Rot the man who knocks him down, 


THE AUSTRO-HUNGARIAN SITUATION. 
By One Who Knows. 

rq HE Vienas Allgemeine. Zeitung puhlisned a. few days 

ago some remarks made by certain English poli 
clans of high standing, in regard to the Servian question, 
which throws x strong light upon the present attitude of 
England, who now fights shoulder to shoulder with the 
self-same Servia against Austria-Hungary. 

In 1909 the British Ambassador in Vienna, Sir Fairfax 
Cartwright, said to the editor of the above mentioned paper: 
“Make war and deal quickly with Servia, before anybody 
can stop The end of Servia would be a blessing for 
all Europ 

In 1912 Sir Edward Grey remarked to a statesman with 
whom he was on intimate terms: "Servia is an eternal 
danger to European peace, its groundless aspirations 
threaten continually the world’s peace, the regicidical dynas- 
ty must have external success to remain in power. 

Before the beginning of the present crisis the British 
Ambassador in Vienna, Sir E. de Bunsen, remarked to the 
editor of the Allegemeine Zeitung: “Be convinced that the 
whole English nation condemns the criminal Servjero, no 
single Englishman has any sympathy left for Servia. We 
are already tired of being thrown again into disquietude by 
this little country and there is no Englishman who does not 
wish heartily that Servia receive a sound and lasting lesson.” 

If the whole matter would not be serious,the lies trumpeted 
into the world by the press organs under influence of the 
allies and especially from Petersburg could be laughed 
at. Only to cite a few examples. The capture of the great 
fortresses of Nikolajew, the prominent feature of its forti- 
fications being the impregnable steel towers, while in reality 
Nikolajew is a poor village with 900 inhabitants and has 
never been a fortress, The annihilation of the whole Aus- 
trian army in Galicia, the fall of Cracow, the investment of 
Przemysl, the Russian army already on the way to Breslau— 
one can trace a great part of these innoculations to the 
Messagero, an Italian paper throughly hostile to Austria 
for the simple reason that its editor, Mr. Bareclai, a de- 
serter of the Austrian army, is one of the leaders of the 
Inredentistic parties in Italy. Fortunately misrepresenta- 
tions cannot alter the facts and it appears that the totally 
defeated and annihilated Austria-Hungarian army is taking 
the offensive from strategical positions, several hundred 
miles east of the line, 

One of the most favorite and reiterated bit of news from 
the same quarters are telegrams about the revolts of the 
Slavish regiments of the Austro-Hungarian army, which for- 
shadows the total collapse of the fighting power of the mon- 
archy. The truth is that all witnesses arriving now across 
the ocean from Vienna and Budapest testify to the enor- 
mous enthusiasm prevailing in all classes of the popula- 
tion and the disappearance of all passional and racial ani- 
mosity in this time of supreme trial. 

One of the examples of the unity of feelings in the whole 
empire is the report that the Croation regiment of Warradin 
distinguished itself by its bravery and efficiency in facing 
Servian troops. The men. of the reserves responded with 
such enthusiasm to the call of the military authorities, that 
the 68th infantry regiment in Synolnok mustered a full 12,000 
instead of 5,000 men and even in districts affected by emi- 
gration, as in Eperies, the strength of the 67th regiment 
attained to 5,400 men. This is a proof of how many re- 
serves, eager to fight, the dual-monarchy can assemble, 

The splendid spirit and patriotism shown hitherto by the 
Austro-Hungarian soldiers warrants the hope that they will 
be able to check the onslaught of the Russian troops, even 
in superior numbers. 
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WHO MAIMS THE DEAD? 


Evidence That the Victims of Belgian Mobs Are Passed Off as Those of German Barbarians.—Asquith 
Has Heard of No German Atrocities. 


(ORPINARILY the New York daily papers would 

rather miss the greatest news item of the hour 
than copy it out of the columns of a rival with full credit. 
But since they have become the allies of Russia and 
Japan as well as Servia, Montenegro, England and 
France, they are the best of bed-fellows. 

If the World has a particular gruesome story of Ger- 
man barbarity which the Times has missed, it is no 
ly copied by that paper and displayed under a pyramid of 
startling headlines. Even Premier Asquith on Septem- 
ber 14 told the House of Commons that "no official 
formation had reached the Ministry of War concerning 
the reported stories that German soldiers had abused 
the Red Cross flag, killed and maimed the wounded, and 
killed women and children as had been alleged so often 
in stories of the battlefields” (Associated Press cable), 
and a group of American correspondents recently denied 
similar stories of atrocity credited to the German troops. 
In spite of which the organized press campaign in the 
New York editions of the London dailies goes merrily 
on, 


WHO MAIMED THE BODY? 


‘The World on September 13 published an alleged in- 
terview between General von Boehn of the German 
army and E. Alexander Powell, commissioned by the 
Belgian Government to familiarize American readers 
with the tales of cruelty attributed to the Germans. Gen- 
eral Boehn denied these accounts and told Powell to 
look at his officers and note that they were gentlemen, 
and the German troops marching by, most of them 
fathers of families. But Powejl retorted promptly, 
“How about a woman's body I saw with hands and fect 
cut off?” 

The inference, of course, is that this mutilated body 
was that of a Belgian woman, and that the mutilation 
was the work of the German troops. 

Since this war, as reflected in the American press, is 
the first war in which German troops have been accused 
of positive savagery—even De Maupassant, going to the 
last extreme of vindictive spite in "Mlle Fifé," never 
went farther than to coin a licentious story of a carousal 
of young lieutenants with a bevy of French demi-monde 
in the war of 1870-71—is it not far more probable that 
the body of the woman observed by Mr. Powell was that 
ef a German woman killed and mutilated by the Bel- 
gians? 

When the truth about this campaign of lies comes out 
we shall learn the other side. We have before us now a 
pitiful picture of two men and a woman who are shown 
with their hands completely severed by the Belgians. 

BELGIANS ON RECORD. 
sn picture is from authentic sources, photo- 
, graphed for the British investigating committee, 
which unearthed the Belgian atrocities committed 
against the natives of the rubber districts in the Congo 
and South America, and is but one of a large manifest of 
proof which shocked the civilized world a few years ago. 

As to the character of these frightful cruelties, and in- 
cidentally what a high literary authority deposes as to 
German civilization, let us quote Sir Conan Doyle's "The 
Crime of the Congo" (1909), 

“Sir Edward Gray has told us in his speech of July 


22nd, 1909, the danger of European peace lies in this 
matter, Let us look this danger squarely in the face. 
Whence does it come? Is it from Germany, with her 
traditions of kindly home life—is this the rer which 
raised a hand to help the butchers of the Mongolia and 
of the Domaine de la Courenne? Is it likely that those 
who so justly admire the splendid private and publie 
example of William II would draw the sword for Bel- 
gium? Both in the name of trade-rights and of Human- 
ity Germany has a long score to settle on the Congo. 

“The witnesses of the crime are of all nations, and 
there is no possibility of error concerning the facts. 
There is finally the incorruptible evidence of the kodak. 
The terrible facts set out here, and which we know are 
only the mere margin of that welter of violence and in- 
justice which the Jesuit Father Verreersch has summed 
up in the two words: ‘Immeasurable Misery.’ 

“Often the white man acted himself as torturer and 

executioner. 
‘They talk of philanthropy and civilization. Where it 
is, I do not see. In one instance Captain Lethaire had 
put sixty women in irons and allowed nearly all of them 
to die of hunger, because one village had not brought 
in enough rubber. One Lacroix writes a letter to the Niew 
Gazet, of Antwerp, that he had murdered one hundred 
and fifty men, and crucified women and children and had 
mutilated many men. 

“Sums aggregating at least 7,000,000 pounds of 
money have been traced to the King, and this money 
has been spent in buildings in Belgium, in buildings on 
the Riviera, in corruption of public men, and of the 
European and American press, the English not excepted, 
and finally in such a private life as has made the Kings 
name notorious throughout Europe.” 

In August 1909, a year after Belgium had annexed 
the Congo Free-State, Prince Albert, the heir to the 
Belgian throne, returning from the Congo, said: “What 
we must do is to work for the moral regeneration of the 
natives,” etc, On that occasion Sir Doyle has this to 
say: "Moral regeneration of the natives! Moral re- 


gencration of his own family and of his country—that 
is what the situation demands." “The honesty of Ger- 


for those who by their i 1 
dragged Christianity and civilization in the dirt. Th 

wreiched agents on the spot vill be offered up as vic- 
tims, whereas the real criminals will escape; but the 
curse of blood and the scorn of every honest man rest 
upon them already, They have been guilty of the grezt- 
est crime in all history, the greater for having been car- 
ried out under the odious pretence of philanthropy. 
Surely, somehow, somewhere, they will have their Te- 


ward.” 
BELGIAN ATROCITIES IGNORED. 
THE German press has been glatted with accounts 
of Belgian atrocities committed upon defense- 
less Germans at Louvain and Antwerp. But of these 
the New York editions of the London papers take no 
notice. A gentleman acting for a large German firm in 
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Antwerp makes affidavit that he saw the German bar-- 


maids in Antwerp stripped by the mob and dragged 
through the streets by their hair, He also testifies that 
in making his escape from the city he saw the body of 
a German woman in a public place. She had been 
hacked to death, and Belgian viragoes were kicking her 
lifeless form and spitting in her face. German labor- 
ers escaping from Antwerp were found crucified by the 
wayside. In many places German soldier boys were 
found with their arms tied and their eyes cut out of 
their sockets. But why dwell on these horrors! 

. The Belgians have been equalling the Cossacks in 
inhuman cruelty. It will stagger humanity to know the 
‘truth, But the truth must be offset. So the Germans 
must be made to appear equally barbarous. To this 
end the testimony of milk maids and strumpets, hoboes 
and irresponsible vagrants are quoted as authorities, 
Premier Asquith hasn't heard of any such outrages. 
American newspaper men deny charges over their sig- 
natures. Authoritative French sources say they are 
ignorant of them. Let the reader draw his own con- 
clusion. 

But the Times reprints the World's story, and then 

adds in a cable dispatch of its own from London that 
the correspondent of the Standard has it from a resident 
of Aershot “that the chief of staff of General von 
Boehn at night while drunk entered the sleeping room 
of the daughter of the burgomaster and that the burgo- 
master's son thereupon shot and killed the invader.” 
. No responsibility attaches to this informant; anyone 
inspired with malice can twist the truth to make out a 
justifiable case under such circumstances. But the 
assumption that theschief of staff of a commanding 
general who was enjoying the hospitality of a private 
home, that a man of the indispensable education and 
dignity of character presupposed in a man of such age 
and rank, should get drunk, and assault the de- 
fenseless daughter of the house, is so preposterous that 
none but a thoroughly vitrified brain would credit the 
story. On the face of it, the account is a mere variation 
on the fiction of De Maupassant, 


VANCE THOMPSON STANDS REVEALED. 


LE us give a concrete example of the way in which 
t the rampant German haters are serving the Amer- 
ican public with absolutely unfounded stories under the 
Pretext of giving the news. 

Some readers may have heard of a person named 
Vance Thompson, a literary hack and space writer who 
has spent the greater part of his life in Paris. We find 
‘his "news" nicely analyzed in the English column of 
the New York Herold, which says: " 

__ “The Sun, for instance, under the heading ‘The Kiss- 
ing of the Sword’ printed yesterday the following, fur- 
nished by the veracious M. Thompson: 

. "'Here; it is in the tea room of the smartest hotel 
in Munich; war has come; high voiced women of title 
chatter over their teacups; comes swaggering in the 
Crown Prince Rupprecht of Bavaria; he has Just had 
his sabre sharpened and girt his abdomen for war. His 
wife runs to him. And she kisses the sabre and shouts, 
“Bring it back to me covered with blood—that I may 
kiss it again.” And the other high voiced women flock 
to kiss the sword.’ 

“Mr, Thompson knows that the unspeakable igno- 
rance of American editors—so far as things European 
@re concerned—will give him a ready market for his 
‘wares. The idea of the crown-princess of Bavaria meet- 


ing her husband in any hotel, even the smartest of 
Munich, not to speak of the kissing of the sword, is so 
absurd that even a Sunday editor should have hesitated 
to accept it. 

ide from these elements of improbability—the 
fact is that the wife of Crown Prince Rupprecht died in 
October, 1912," 

ANOTHER LITTLE MISTAKE, 


= Sunday World a week before also contained 

one of Mr. Thompson's characteristic lies. In 
order to prove that Germany had been preparing for 
the war for a long time, he asserted that the Alsatian 
conscripts had been retained when their term of service 
expired in May. The truth is that no German soldier is 
ever discharged before late in the fall when camp serv- 
ice and maneuvres have given his military education the ` 
final polish. 

And in Mr. Hearst's paper, that calls Mr. Thompson 
“a noted writer,” we find that the German general staff 
had elaborated four plans for the invasion of France. 
Mr. Thompson says of "No. 2": 

“No mystery was made of it. It was divulged with 
what seems foolhardy bravado. In Bavaria, for in- 
stance, the officers of Rupprecht's army hailed each 
other with laughing shouts of “Zw: That meant a 
German dash across the open Belgium plain north of 
the Meuse to the undefended Belgi: frontier of 
France; it meant a direct march upon Paris; it meant— 
for the confident German officers—a rendezvous for 
dinner at the Cafe de Paris on the evening of August 
177 

So Mr. Thompson has persuaded the editor of the 
American that every officer of the German army knows 
the plans of the general staff. 

Is it really possible that American readers are gul- 
lible enough to believe such stuff? 


RS let us add the testimony of an unimpeach- 
able authority to that of Mr. Asquith and the 
American newspaper men: 

The Cologne Volkszeitung, Germany's leading Catho- 
lic organ, recently published an interview with Monsig- 
nor Dr. Coenrad, Vice Rector of the University of Lou- 
vain. Coenrad declared that there was much sniping 
of German soldiers in the streets, and that the reports 
of Belgian guns were readily distinguishable from those 
of the Germans by their sound. Coenrad was one of the 
hostages who was held by the Germans after the shoot- 
ing. He heard that other prominent citizens of the 
town were led through the streets to read to the popu- 
lace the German proclamation warning them against 
bushwhacking. Even while the proclamation was being 
read, shots were fired. He praises the conduct of the 
Germans after the taking of the city.” 

AMERICANS TESTIFY. 


ASconDING w the Brooklyn Eagle, Commodore 

Conrad V. Dykeman of the Brooklyn Yacht Club, 
who arrived recently from the other side, has seen 
German soldiers, who were shot through the back by 
civilians in Liege, after the place had been occupied by 
ihe Germans. Among those wounded was young Bae- 
deker, the son of the wellknown publisher, who had 
told Mr. Dykeman, thát a civilian shot him from be- 
hind. And the Eagle quotes Mr. Dykeman as follows: 

“Let me tell you this. I am an American, and 1 have 
English relatives, but I want to say that Germany 
treated us with the highest degree of courtesy, that they 
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made light of every trouble and that they helped us 
wherever they could.” 

The Eagle also relates that Furman Clayton of 37 
Jefferson Ave., Brooklyn, had intended to join a French 
Rough Rider Corps. His sympathies, therefore, must 
be with the French and so his account of French cruel- 
ties must be taken at its full value. He said to a re- 
porte 

“I saw with my own eyes a German soldier killed in 
one of the police stations of Paris. He had been made 
prisoner after an attempt to blow up a bridge at Neuilly 
and was taken to Paris in a patrol wagon. They took 
him out of the patrol wagon and into the police station 
where they were asking him questions when he said 
something that angered the people who were there 
waiting for their cards. ‘They fell upon the man and 
killed him. 

"There were two Germans killed upon the boule- 
vards of Paris by French mobs which simply tore them 
to pieces.” 


We hold that this is better evidence than that of the 


unnamed irresponsible quoted by the equally irrespon- 
sible correspordents of the London-New York dailies. 
LORD SELBORNE PROTESTS. 
NGLISHMEN themselves are protesting against. 
‘campaign that our own press is fostering with 
strangely persistent interest. On September 15, Lord 
Selborne, former High Commissioner for South Africa, 
addressed a letter to the London Times concerning 
these crueltics, in which he politely but firmly rebukes 
the paper for publishing statements from anonymous 
sources. “The civilized world is entitled to names and 
particulars, Either these statements are true or false. 
If false, the Times would certainly regret to circulate 
them; it would feel that our just cause would be irre- 
parably injured by such an insult to the German army. 
lf true, God and man will demand justice.” In con- 
clusion he asks for the appointment of a jury of citizens 
of neutral countries to investigate these charges under 
oath. 
‘That from an Englishman at war with Germany. 
How different from the attitude of our own press! 


BLAMES SIR EDWARD GREY 


Ramsay MacDonald, M. P., Charges that Minister Deliberately Deceived English Nation 


RADUALLY we are learning the truth as to who is 
responsible for the war. In his own camp the mask 
ie being torn from the face o! Sir Edward Grey, and all 
the world now knows that Germany made every human ef- 
fort to re-assure England. This assurance was expressed 
when the German Ambassador asked Grey whether Eng- 
land would remain neutral if German respected the neu- 
trality of Belgium and gave guarantees that France would 
not be dismembered. But Grey was bent on war, and de- 
liberately sacrificed Belgium in order to carry out the 
policy of humbling Germany with the aid of Russia, Japan 
and France, In his own country he is now accused of hav- 
ing deliberately suppressed the important features of the 
interview with the German Ambassador, the fact that Ger- 
many in the eleventh hour asked England to make counter 
Proposals. Even the Anglophile New York Evening Post 
now says: 

"Blame for England's participation in the world war is 
thrown upon the shoulders of Sir Edward Grey, the For- 
eign Secretary, who is accused of duplicity in his repre- 
sentation of diplomatic negotiations to Parliament, by J. 
Ramsay MacDonald, a Labor member of Parliament, in an 
article in the Labor Leader, of Manchester, the organ of 
his party. Mr. MacDonald does not hesitate to say that 
Grey permitted himself to be trapped by France and Russia 
into entering upon obligations, without the knowledge of 
his fellow-Cabinet members, which he could not honorably 
escape fulfilling. The ultimatum to Germany on the viola- 
tion of Belgians neutrality, Mr. MacDonald characterizes 
as a subterfuge, stating that had Gladstone been in office 
last month, he would never have allowed the neutrality of 
Belgium to stand in the way of peace.” 

r. MacDonald’s presentation reads, in part, as follows: 

“From the White Paper certain conclusions appear to be 
justified, the following in particular: 

1. Sir Edward Grey strove to the last to prevent a Euro- 
pean war. 

2. Germany did next to nothing for peace, but it is not 
clear whether she actually encouraged Austria to pursue her 
Servian policy. The mobilization of Russia drove Germany 
to war. 

3. Russia and France strove, both by open pressure and 


by wiles, to get us to commit ourselves to support them in 
the event of war. 


4, Though Sir Edward Grey would not give them a pledge, 
he made the German Ambassador understand that we might 


Germany and Russia, he worked deliberately t involve us 
Ja the war, using Belgium as his chief excuse. 
Bit o 


“That is the the White Paper. 
angers of Alliances. 

“That Sir Edward Grey should have striven for European 
peace and then, when he failed, that he should have striven 
With equat determination. to cmbron Great Britain, seem 
contradictory. But itis not, and the explanation of why i 
Feet e the. faltan of those of am who for tht last 

t years have regard ard Grey as a menace 
ihe pease of Europe and Nis policy as a misfortune to our 
country. What is the explanation 

"Orest Briain in Europe can pursue one of to poli 
In can keep on terme of general friendship with the Euro- 
pean nations, osi wih ech separately when m 
find co-operating with all on matters of common in 
But there is a more alluring policy-—Appareniy easier 
apparently safer, apparently more direct, but in reality 
more difficult, more dangerous, and less calculable. That 
is the policy of the balance of power through alliance. Weak 
and short-sighted Ministers have always resorted to this 
because it is the policy of the instincts rather than of the 
reason. It forms groups of Powers in continents, It 
vided Europe into two great hostile camps—Germany, Au- 
stria, and Italy on the one hand; Russia, France and ont- 
selves on the other. The progeny of this policy is suspicion 
and armaments, ks end ls war and the smashing up of 
Tery balance which it is designed to maintain, When var 
comes it is then bound to be universal. Every nation is 
on one rope or another, and when one slips it drags its 
SIS 2 mater of practical experience the very worst form 

“As a matter of pr: ex! ice the very 
of alliance is the enfent. An alliance is defnite. Every 
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one knows his responsibilities wador it. The entente de- 
cives the people. When Mr, Asquith and Sir Edward Grey 
kept assuring the House of Commons that we had contracted 
zo obligations by our enfente with France they said what 
was literally true but substantially untrue. 

"It is interesting to gather from Sir Edward Grey's speech 
of August 3 and the ite Paper how completely the entente 
entangled him. There were first of all the ‘conversations’ 
between French and British naval and army experts from 
1006 onwards. It was in accordance with these schemes 
that the northern coasts of France were left unprotected by 
the French navy. Those schemes, moreover, assumed that 
the neutrality of Belgium would be violated if a general war 


broke out. 
Whole Truth Not Told. 

"The country had been so helplessly committed to fight 
for France and Russia that Sir Edward Grey had to refuse 
point blank every overture made by Germany to keep us out 
of the conflict. That is why, when reporting the negotiations 
to the House of Commons, he found it imposible to tell 
the whole truth and to put impartially what he chose to tell 
us, He scoffed at the German guarantee to Belgium on the 
ground that it only secured the ‘Integrity’ of the country, but 
not its independence; when the actual documents appeared 
it was found that its independence was secured as well. 

“And that is not the worst. The White Paper contains 
several offers which were made to us by Germany aimed at 
Securing our neutrality. None were quite satisfactory in 
their form, and Sir Edward Grey left the impression that 
these unsatisfactory proposals were all that Germany made. 
Later on the Prime Minister did the same. Both withheld 
the full truth from us. The German Ambassador saw Sir 
Edward Grey, according to the White Paper, on August 1— 
and this is our Foreign Minister's note of the conversation: 

“The Ambassador pressed me as to whether I could not 

formulate conditions upon which we could remain neutral. 
He even suggested that the integrity of France and her 
colonies might be guaranteed, 
“Sir Edward Groy declined to consider neutrality on any 
conditions, and refrained from reporting this conversation 
to the House. Why? It was the most important proposal 
that Germany made. Had this been told to us by Sir Edward 
Grey his speech could not have worked up a war sentiment. 
The hard, immovable fact was that Sir Edward Grey had 
80 pledged the country's honor without the country's kno’ 
edgę to fight for France or Russia that he was not in a posi- 
tion even to discuss neutrality. 

"Germany's share is a heavy one. Taking a narrow view, 
she, with Russia, is mainly responsible for the war; taking 
a longer view, we are equally responsible. The conflict be- 
tween the enfente and the alliance had to come, and only 
ipo things determined the time of ite coming. The frat was 
the relative osa of the countries to bear burdens of 
an armed peace. That was reaching its limit in most coun- 
tries. The second was the question of how the changes 
Which time was bringing were affecting adversely the mil- 
oe Power of the respective opponents. The stubbornne 
of Germany, shown on every page of the White Paper, ws 
not merely military offensiveness, but the stand of a coun- 
try being put into difficulties by time tipping the balance of 
power against it. The breaking point had been reached. 
Foreign Ministers and Ambassadors had to give place to the 


war lords, 
Germany's Plans Long Known. 

“The justifications offered are nothing but the excuses 
which Ministers can always produce for mistakes. Let me 
take the case of Belgium. It has been known for years that, 
in the event of a war between Russia and France on the one 
hand and Germany on the other, the only possible military 
tactics for Germany to pursue were to attack France hot foot 
through Belgium, end then return to meet the Russians. 
The plans were in our War Office. They were discussed 
Quite openly during the Agadir trouble, and were the subject 
9f some magazine articles, particularly one by Mr. Belloc. 
Mr. Gladstone made it clear in 1870 that in a general con- 
flict formal neutrality might be violated, He said in the 
House of Commons in August, 1870: 

“I am not able to subscribe to the doctrine of those who 
have held in this House what plainly amounts to an asser- 
tion that the simple fact of the existence of a guarantee is 
binding on every party to it, irrespective altogether of the 
Particular position in which it may find itself at the time 
when the occasion for acting on the guarantee arises. 

"Germany's guarantees to Belgium would have been ac- 


cepted by Mr. Gladstone. If France had decided to attack 
Germany through Belgium, Sir Edward Grey vould not have 
objected, but would have justified himself by Mr. Glad- 
stone’s opinions. 

“Such are the facts of the case, It is « diplomatists" 
war, made by about half a dozen men. Up to the moment 
that ambassadors were withdrawn, the peoples were at 
peace. They had no quarrel with each other; they bore each 
ther no ill-will. „A dozen men brought Europe to the brink 
of a precipice, and Europe fell over it.” 


A VOICE IN THE WILDERNESS. 
The Pittsburg Leader, at least, believes in the 
Square Deal and Fair Play for all. 
THE LEADER'S POSITION. 
ANY stories of alleged atrocities committed by the Ger- 
mans in the European war arc being circulated im 
America, 

The Leader does not believe these storles to be true, and 
will not publish them. 

The manner of life of the many Germans in this commun- 
ity gives the lie to any charge that the German people are 
barbarous, America has no better citizens than those of 
German birth. 

No race of people surpasses the Germans im humanity, 
kindness of heart and consideration for those about them. 
It is impossible that the charges sent out against them could 
be true. 

The Leader believes that the allegations of atrocities are 
baseless, and are issued merely to influence American opinion 
against the Germans. 

Before the Leader prints any such stories they will have 
to be better authenticated than at present. 

September 16, 1914. Pittsburg Leader. 


A QUESTION OF SCHOLARSHIP, 
Editor, Dear Sir: 

The New York Sun quotes with approval a passage from 
Caesar's Commentaries concerning the fact that the Bel- 
gians are the bravest of the Gauls and continually at war 
with the Germans, but if the editor of this paper had read 
farther than the opening chapters of Caesar to the place 
where he compares all the Gauls with the Germans he would 
have learned that the former “fear the latter so much that 
they cannot bear even one sight of thelr eyes." This still 
seems to be the case today. 


With best regards, 
Very truly yours, 
Herbert Sanborn, 


CCORDING to German papers received last week, 
a householder in Mannheim has written to the 
press: “I had a number of Alsatian reserves billeted 
in my house. All of them were inspired by enthusiasm 
for the German Cause and a desire to renounce all 
French sentiment, On leaving, one of them said, ‘Until 
now we Alsatians have been without a real Fatherland. 
But now we are going to win one by fighting for it.’ 
And he meant it from the bottom of his heart." 


HERALD'S “COUNT” OF NO ACCOUNT. 
HE New York Herald prints an open letter attacking the 
German Emperor by "Count" Erik Vanbergen who 
claims to be a German. No such person is known in Ger- 
many, nor have our diligent researches in the Almanach 
de Gotha disclosed the identity of this “Count.” 
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When you have finished reading this number, 
don't lay it aside, but pass it on to your Americ- 
an friends who may be anxious to know the 
other side of the great European conflict. 


LIES, LIES, LIES. 


F we are to believe the mendacity mills of St. Peters- 
burg and London, the German Army is bent on car- 
rying out on a large scale the theory of a pessimist philo- 
sopher, Eduard von Hartmann, who advocates universal 
suicide. First General Emmich after “wasting” the lives 
of 45,000 Germans before Liège, committed “suicide.” 
The fact that he conquered an almost impregnable 
fortress with small loss of life after a few days siege 
‘was never brought out in the dispatches of the All-lies. 
Even to this day many American readers are under the 
impression that the gallant general is dead. This belief, 
needless to say, is not shared by the general. After 
that we were told, that a troop of German soldiers shot 
at themselves in Louvain and that the city was destroyed 
to cover up this blunder. As a matter of fact the city 
did not meet its deserved fate, being only partially 
‘demolished, as a punishment for the “snipers” who 
cowardly attacked and mutilated German soldiers. 
We also heard that one hundred German Socialist lead- 
ers were shot by the Kaiser and that one hundred Polish 
‘leaders met a similar fate in Austria. We realize 
some, including the Socialist leader Dr. Franke, 
were shot, but at the front, and by the enemy. The last 
piece of "news" made to order in St. Petersburg in- 
forms us that one portion of the German navy at- 
tacked another portion in the Baltic, and that several 
hips were sunk in the ensuing engagement which lasted 
several hours. How long will American readers permit 
‘the newspapers to feed them such pap? The capture of 
"Maubeuge when reported by way of Sayville was denied 


again and again in official reports from Paris and Lon- 
don. lt was not until the 19th of September that the 
German dispatch was verified by London. The Sayville 
station is the only source of reliable information. 


GREAT BRITAIN REPRIMANDS PRESIDENT 
WILSON. 


IR LIONEL GARDEN, formerly Great Britain's 
representative in Mexico, now on his way to his 

new post in Brazil, severely reprimands President Wil- 
son for his order withdrawing our troops from Vera 
Cruz. The British diplomat does not hesitate to char- 
acterize President Wilson's action as "a shame.” The 
interview is printed in the New York Sun and is 
vouched for by one of that newspaper's ablest reporters 
and two of his colleagues. The subsequent perfunc- 
tory denial by Sir Lionel isn't taken seriously by any 
one acquainted with the editorial integrity of the New 
York Sum, and this minister's past record for impert- 
inence toward the President of the United States. — 

English warships have seized and destroyed the mail 
of American citizens addressed to Germany without re- 
gard to neutrality, in flagrant violation of the conventions 
of international law. This act of piracy is almost a 
casus belli. 

Evidently British statesmen look upon the United 
States as a province of the British Empire. 
Else they would not dare to strain to the break- 
ing point the neutrality proclaimed by President Wilson. 
But they are making their reckoning without their host. 
Possibly their information on American sentiment is 
derived from such publications as Collier's Weekly or 
thé New York Times. They forget that they will have to 
take into account the American people. They may have 
succeeded in wresting the Panama Canal from us by 
legal trickery, but they will find us ready to defend the 
rights of our citizens today as in 1812, Already public 
opinion in this country is veering around. We begin 
to see the ally of Japan, our arch enemy, in her true 
light. We know that Great Britain is equally desirous 
of thwarting our plans for an efficient merchant marine 
as she is determined to destroy the commerce of Ger- 
many. Great Britain may have the right to destroy Ger- 
man commerce because she is at war with the German 
Empire. But her iron fist is raised, though gloved with 
the silk of hypocrisy, to nip in the bud, even in times of 
peace, our plan of acquiring by purchase a fleet of 
American bottoms. 4 

Who doubts that Great Britain if she succeeds in 
annihilating German commerce, will next turn her at 
tention to the United States? 


IRELAND'S ANSWER. 
By PETER GOLDEN. 
LING Ireland's rebel answer to all the winds that blow, 
No treaty with vile traitors, no friendship with the foe 
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DERNBURG CUTS WEB OF LIES, 


HE article by Dr. Bernhard Dernburg, formerly 
Germany's Colonial Secretary, in which he ex- 
plains to American readers in the Sun the constitutional 
limitations of the Kaiser, cuts clean through the web of 
lies spun by the New York Times and the Herald's 
henchmen around the person of the German Emperor. 
Vainly the Times with waning logic, attempts to con- 
fuse the issue by declaring that the German Reichstag 
is not truly representative of the people because the 
apportionment of votes is not entirely just. THE FATH- 
ERLAND believes that, after the war, radical reforms in 
the elective machinery of the German Empire will be 
made. Meanwhile we prefer the German system, even 
with its limitations, to an apportionment of districts, by 
American politicians, gerrymandering the country over 
the poker table of a politcal club, or to the Russian sys- 
tem, where the knout of the Cossack or the bomb of the 
Nihilist decides all political issues. 


THE OZAR'S UKASE. 


PROPOS of the Czur's message to the Jews in 
Russia, the Censor in its last issue terms it 
“about as sardonic a bit of jesting as has come out of 
Russia in a long time," writes The American Jew. “If 
the promise were meant to be kept,” says the editorial, 
“it would still be a joke in its method of address, for 
as the world knows the Russian autocracy has always 
been in the habit of testifying its ‘love’ for the Jews 
by remorseless proscriptions, imprisoning them in 
ghettoes, and once and again promoting a ‘pogrom’ 
that slaughtered them without discrimination, for no 
other reason than that they were ‘Jews’.” Our esteemed 
contemporary cannot, therefore, agree with us when we 
commend the Russian Jew's loyalty to his country. The 
Czar's ukase is sheer hypocrisy. He does not love the 
Jew. He does not mean to respect the Jew's rights. 
And the Jew knows it. Knows that he is the cast-off, 
despised plaything of Russian brutality—the social 
underling of Russian autocracy. 


PERCY ON PEACE. 


EACE, do we cry? Peace is the godlike plan 
We love and dedicate our children to; 

Yet England’s cause is ours: the rights of man, 

Which little Belgium battles for anew, 

Shall we recant? No! Being American, 

Our souls cannot keep neutral and keep true, 
Yelps Mr. Percy MacKaye. Let him compose his poetic 
Soul He is a very bad poet and a worse dramatist, and 
his feeble quacks will not disturb the European equili- 
brium. "If England's cause is ours," our advice to him 
is to go to England and stay there. He never will be 
missed in America. America for Americans and Eng- 
land for American Tories! 


BANKERS HERE DECLARE NO GERMAN 
MORATORIUM EXISTS. 
rp" HE report that a moratorium in Germany exists now 
or at any previous time lacks every substance of 
fact." This statement is just made to us exclusively by bank. 
ers here vho have close connection with Berlin. "Probably 
the decree of the German Federal Council of August 10 was 
mistaken for a moratorium, which means general suspension 
of any payment. That decree merely asked the German 
courts to deal leniently with debtors in maturing long time 
obligations in cases where inability to pay can be traced 
directly to the effect of the war. 

According to this decree long drafts on Germany by 
foreign counkies are extended three months at maturity. 
This is done to protect foreigners. German bankers have in 
many cases cashed American letters of credit although they 
were drawn in Pounds Sterling, payable in London, without 
immediate cover by American bankers who had issued same. 
This stands in strong contrast with the provisions of the 
English and French moratoria, which permit the stopping 
of payment against actual credit balances, a condition of 
which especially French banks have taken full advantage.” 

N. Y. Financial Bulletin. 


GETTING MONEY FROM MR. MORGAN. 


HE real object of the Belgian Commission, accord- 

ing to one version, is not so much propaganda as 

cash. It has been hinted to us that the Belgian com- 

missioners expect to negotiate privately the loan from. 

J. Pierpont Morgan which, under pressure from the 

White House, that firm publicly refused to the French 
Republic. 
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Bismarck on the Purpose and Policy of the German Empire 


By JULIUS GOEBEL. 


N view of the awful designs upon the map of Europe, 

upon the Monroe Doctrine, and upon the world in gen- 
eral which are attributed to Emperor William by frightened 
Englishmen and their faithful echo, our American news- 
paper writers, in case Germany should be successful in 
the present war, it may be well to recall what Bismarck 
said concerning the true purpose and policy of the German 
Empire. The passage | quote in the following is taken 
from the "Reflections and Reminiscences of Prince Bis- 
marck, a book which may be said to contain his political 
legacy and his parting advice to the German people. While 
in the eyes of the Anglomanfacs among our journalists the 
words of the arch foe of English supremacy will not have 
the weight of the prognostications of political soothsayers 
such as Asquith and Grey, they will, nevertheless, be pleased 
to leam that Lord Palmerton used to say of Bismarck, 
“Look out for that man, he means what he says.” The 
passage in question reads 45 follows: 


If Getmany has the advantage that her policy is tree from 
direct interests in the East, on the other side is the disad- 
vantage of the central and exposed position of the Ger- 
man Empire, with its extended frontier which has to be 
defended on every side, and the ease with which anti-Ger- 
man coalitions are made. At the same time Germay is 
perhaps the single Great Power in Europe which is not 
tempted by any objects which can only be attained by a 
successful war. It is our interest to maintain peace, while 
without exception our continental neighbors have wishes 
either secret or officially avowed which cannot be fulfilled 
except by war. We must direct our policy in accordance with 
these facts—that is, we must do our best to prevent war or 
to limit it. We must reserve our hand, and not allow our- 
selves before the proper time to be pushed out of a waiting 
into an active attitude by any impatience, by the desire to 
oblige others at the expense of the country, by vanity or 
other provocation of this kind, otherwise plectuneur Achivi. 


Our non-interference cannot reasonably be directed to 
‘sparing Our forces so as, after the others have weakened 
themselvse, to fall upon any of our neighbors or a possible 
opponent, On the contrary, we ought to do all we can to 
weaken the bad feeling whick has been called out through 
our growth to the position of a real Great Power, by honor- 
able and peaceful use of our influence, and so convince the 
world that a German hegemony in Europe is more useful 
and less partisan and also less harmful for the freedom of 
others than that of Russia, France or England. That re- 
Spect for the rights of other states in which France espe- 

ally has always been so wanting at the time of her su- 
premacy, and which in England lasts only so long as Eng- 
lish interests are not touched, is made easy for the German 
Empire and its policy, on the one side owing to the prac. 
ticality of the German character, on the other by the fact 
(which has nothing to do with our desserts) that we do not 
require an increase in our immediate territory, and also that 
we could not attain it without strengthening the centrifugal 
elements in our territory. lt has always been my ideal 
aim, after we had established our unity within the possible 
limits, to win the confidence, not only of the smaller Euro- 
pean states, but also of the Great Powers, and to convince 
them that German policy will be just and peaceful, now that 
it has repaired the injaris temporam, the disintegration of 

ie nation. 


In order to produce this confidence it is above every- 
thing necessary that ve should be honorable, open and 
easily reconciled in case of friction or untoward events. 
I have followed this recipe not without some personal re- 
luctante in cases like that of Schnaebles (April, 1887) 
Boulanger, Kauffman (September, 1887), as toward Spain 
in the question of the Caroline Islands, towards the United 
States in that of Samoa, and I imagine that in the future 
opportunities will not be wanting of showing that we are 


appeased and peaceful. During the time that I was in of- 
fice I advised three wars, the Danish, the Bohemian, and the 
French, but every time | first made myseif clear whether 
the war, if it were successful, would bring a prize of vie- 
tory worth the sacrifices which every war requires, and 
which are now so much greater than in the Inst century. 
Had | to say to myself that if after one of these wars, 
we should find some difficulty in discovering conditions of 
peace which were desirable, I should scarcely bave con- 
vinced myself of the necessity for these sacrifices as long 
as We were not actually attacked. I have never looked at 
international quarrels which can only be settled by a na 
tional war, from the point of view of the Goettingen stu- 
dent code of honor which governs vate duel, but / have 
always considered simply their n en the claim of the 
German people in equality with other great states 
Powers of Europe, to lead to an autonomous political life, 
28 far as M is possible on the basie of enr peculiar national 
capacity. 


YOU CAN FOOL ALL THE PEOPLE SOME OF 
THE TIME, AND SOME OF THE PEOPLE ALL 
THE TIME, BUT YOU CAN'T FOOL ALL THE 
PEOPLE ALL THE TIME. 


O the fair-minded American citizen, who can't be fooled 
"T ar the time, even by the newspapers, the Tollovins 
questions are offered for consideration. 

1. Why is Zabern cited, but Kishinlef forgotten? 

2. Why is it a crime against humanity for Germany t? 
maintain the biggest army in the world, but a mere means 
of defence, just, natural, and proper, for Great Britain to 
maintain the biggest navy in the world? 

3. Why it is hysterical or hypocritical for Germany to 
speak of “the Slavic peril,” but wise, foresighted, and right- 
eous, all this last decade, for England in every possible way 
to fill the minds of her people with the idea of “the Ger- 
manie peril?” 

4. Why was it outrageous of Austria to question the sin- 
cerity of Servia’s acceptance of seven of the eight condi- 
tions of the ultimatum, but mere statesmanly foresight 07 
the part of Sir Edward Grey to question the sincerity of 
Germany's efforts to keep the peace? 

5. Why was it disgraceful of Germany to keep faith with 
her ally, Austria, but noble and heroic of England to keep 
faith with her ally, France? 

6. Why is Germany's invasion of neutral (?) Belgium 
am outrage, but Japan's invasion of neutral China 4 negli- 
gible matter? 

7. Why is every Belgium, French, and English account of 
German outrage to be swallowed, hook, line, and sinker, 
while German acocunts of Belgian and Russian outrages 
are to be sneered at as mere fakes? 

8. Why is it improper and a breach of neutrality for 
Americans of German descent to express their sympathy 
with Germany, but proper and commendable for 
of English descent to express their sympathy with England 
and her allies? 

9. Why is it fanatical and barbaric of the German to b^ 
lleve in the destiny of Germany, but right and natural of 
the Englishman to believe in the Heaven appointed destiny 
of England to rule the earth? 

10. Why is it ridiculous and even blasphemous for the 
German to call on God, but the mark of a righteous cause 
and a clean heart for the Englishman to invoke Him? 
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THE WAR SITUATION 


By the Militory Expert of THE FATHERLAND. 


HE jubilatione of the United Anti-German Press are 
T imat vow. Bodetux, Pata London dio more doubt- 
ful about how to judge the situation than they were eight 
days ago. These symptoms are more decisive than the lack 
of information from the German side, as the General Staff 
is and has been im the habit of only reporting concluded 
operations. 

If we consider tho development of the military proceed- 
ings at the Westera frontier during the last week, it strikes 
us that the backward movement of the “besten” German 
Armies has suddenly come to a stop on the line Noyon- 
Rheims-Consenvoye north of Verdun. 

"La poursuite vigoureuse” of the Allies came soon to a 
full stop at this line and all their attempts to break through 
the German lines at different points have been flat failures. 

Newly grouped and furnished with fresh and ample sup- 
plies of victuals and ammunition, the German Armies have 
given a splendid and astonishing exhibition of their art of 
defense during this last week equalled only by their art of 
attack the previous week. 

We are accustomed to read that the qualities of the 
French Army are lese brilliant in defense than in an attack, 
once the offensive taken their "elan" becomes "irresistible." 
The events of last week will create some slight doubts 
about the infallibility of this slogan, which since Napoleon 
had been considered a proven fact. 

There is mo doubt but that parts of the French Fourth and 
Fifth armies, supported by the English, tried their very ut- 
most to break through the German Center at both sides of 
Rheims, but in vain, The superiority of the German Ar- 
tillery frustrated all their attempts. All reports agree about 
the splendid effects of our heavy 6-inch Field Howitzers. 
Only by means of such heavy guns with their long range 
and high explosive powder was it possible to silence effec- 
tively and quickly the “Invincible” French feld guns. 

Through the fall of Maubeuge—reported by the German 
General Staff on September 7, but denied by the French 
until September 18, when a “belated” telegram admitted 
the fact that the fortress really fell on September 7—the 
rear connections of the German Armies were freed from a 
great obstacle. It was now possible to bring reserves and 
fresh supplies in any desired quantity to the Aghting front. 

Where these reserves are stationed now is not positively 
known. One may surmise, however, that the endangered 
Tight wing of General von Kluck has been considerably 
strengthened, providing thereby against combined attacks 
of the English and French troops by way of Dollens- 
Amiens, Reports about battling south of St. Quentin seem 
to prove this. 

As Berlin reports by wireless, the Germans have taken 
the offensive all along the line (alter the reserves had 
reached the fighting front). Good advance has been made 
alroady in the center near Rheims, where the French re- 
trenchments near Beaumont (3 miles south of Rheims) 
Were taken. Also at the German left wing the Armies of 
the Crown Prince have started afresh to bombard the forti- 
fications south of Verdun. 

"When these lines will have appeared in print, the great de- 
cision on the Western battlefields will have been fought to 
a finish in alt probability. 

1 Alle us MARO that the German Armies have 
been able to take the offensive again, which they had stopped 
for a short time, as we know that the offensive only can 
decide the success of a battle, 


May a few words be said about the accusations 
from the side of the inimical press about "German Van- 
dalism,” 

Even the beautiful cathedrals of Rheims is said to have 
fallen a prey to the anger and vengeance of the invader. 

Now, every educated reader knows, that field artillery, 
and most especially the heavy artillery is fring nowadays 
from behind covered positions. This method of firing has 
especially been adopted by the French artillery. Accord- 
ing to this method there are placed posts of observation on 
elevated points, connected by telephones, heligraph or wire- 
less with their batteries. Towers, and most especially 
church towers,are the most suitable for this purpose, and 
there is no doubt that a preference is given to them by the 
enemy. As the effectiveness of the enemy's fire can be de- 
stroyed by taking from him his points of observation, it 
has become a dire necessity to fight these signal posts, but 
there is no intended vandalism, no wanton destruction. 

From a military point of view alone it is sheer waste even 
to fire onc shot at an object which is without significance 
for the decision of the battle, even if we disregard entirely 
the humanitarian point of view. 

In olden times the fighting methods of the artillery were 
entirely different; there were no heliographs, no wireless, 
no firing from behind a eover and consequently there was 
no necessity to direct the fire on church steeples. 

The success of our Armies at the Eastern frontiers, in 
East-Prussia, has been far more important than was possible 
t» judge upon from the scant reports at hand, General Ren- 
menkampf's army consisting of four army corps, three re- 
serve divisions and three cavalry divisions, as well as the 
Grodno-Army of three army corps have been defeated de- 
cisively. Not only is East Prussia cleared from the enemy, 
the investment of Koenigsberg broken, but even the remnants 
of the Russian armies are being pursued in all probability. 
Fresh Russian forces were beaten yesterday at Augustowo. 

The audacity of the German operations, which have been 
executed by troops in minority to the Russians, will be fully 
estimated only latter In history. The German General 
‘Staff just drily states the accomplished facts without much 
ado, and without wasting time on details. So much may be 
said, however: The absolute rule over the Baltic Sea by the 
German fleet has enabled us to land forces at places where 
they were most undesirable to the enemy. 

And also the fleet has given good account of itself. From 
Japan comes the news that the cruiser Emden has badly 
aged and put out of commission the armoured cruiser 
Hampshire (11,000 tons) and the Yarmouth (5300 tons). 
The Kongo (the biggest Japanese ship of this class, 28,000 
tons) and the Nishin (7800 tons) struck German mines and 
sank, 

The little German “Koenigsberg” has battered to pieces 
and put out of fight the English cruiser “Pegasus” and bas 
sunk five English merchantmen off the coast of Bengalay. 

To the slogan of the English scribblers that not Germany 
but "German Militarism” must be destroyed, we reply that 
“English Navyism”, which has oppressed the whole world 
for 200 years, and which according to these scribblers 
does not fall under the conception of militarism, must be 
destroyed by all means in order ta allow the whole world, 
America included, the free and unrestrained use of the 
seven sens, so far jealously curtailed by the all too power- 
ful English Empire. 
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THE WAR AND AMERICA. 


ROFESSOR HUGO MUENSTERBERG'S new book, 

“The War and America,” which was first announced in 

THE FATHERLAND last week, has attracted such widespread 

attention that the entire first edition has been sold out in 

advance of publication. A second very large edition has 
been put on the presses by the publishers. 

This splendid reception which has been accorded Pro- 
fessor Muensterberg's book is one of the brightest rays 
in our efforts to obtain fair play for Germany in America, 
The book, which has been dedicated “To Lovers of Fair 
Play,” discusses in successive chapters the aggressors, the 
anti-German sentiment, the German-Americans, the Threat- 
ened Provinces, the English, the Philosophers, the Russians, 
the German policy, the Kaiser, the silent Voices, the Amer- 
icans, and the Morals of the War. It contains an immense 
amount of fresh and unbiased “inside information,” which, 
up to the present, has not appeared in the American press. 

THE FATHERLAND regards the volume of such vast im- 
Portance to all who are interested in fair play for Germany 
and Austria that it already has disposed of a large part of 
the first edition and has made further arrangements to con- 
tinue the sale. The retail price of the book has been fixed 
by the publishers at $1.00, postage 10e. additional. 


USE THIS FORM TO ORDER. 
THE FATHERLAND, 
1123 Broadway, New York City, 
Enclosed find $. 
me prepaid 


+-*, for which please send 
copies of Professor Muenster- 
berg's book "The War and America.” 


Name 


*Enclose $1.10 for each copy. Copies may be sent to 
separate address, if desired. 


THE PARIS WAR REPORT. 
By FREDERICK H. MARTENS. 


T HEY claim the Austrian emperor, while on his way to 

court, 

Was swooped upon and captured by an English aeronaut; 

The sewer rats of Paris, trained by German spies, they say, 

The secret passages within the Paris forts betra) 

The Russian government declares all caviar contraband 

Because it eggs the Prussians on Russian soil to land. 

You'll see that Denmark is distressed, if at the news you 
glance, 

For Germans shoot the Danish babes who're crying “Vive la 
France!” 

And seven Prussian regiments every now and then 

Yield to a Belgian captain and his score of gallant men. 

In Alsace such the people's joy to think of their release 
They're tearing down the boundary-posts to burn the Reichs- 
Police. 

The Black Hole of Calcutta takes a seat way in the rear 

According to the war report that's dinned into our ear: 

A British gunboat, built to hold a score or so of crew 

Brings in three hundred prisoners. “Tis Paris news” hence 
true, 

There's not a German cruiser steams that's not already sunk, 

There's not a Belgian but will drive ten Germans in a funk. 

There's not a Frenchman who appears upon a battleground 

But what at once the Prussian dead lie scattered all around, 

And if the Germans are not whipped in war's grim battle- 
court, 

They'll have been licked at any rate, in the Paris war report. 


AN OPEN LETTER TO ISRAEL ZANGWILL. 


R. ZANGWILL, I address to you the following lines, 

because you have taken the liberty of advising the 

American Jews as to what attitude they should take in this 
terrible bloodshed, 

True, it is, that we Jews have long ago given up the idea 
of taking you seriously, But our Gentile brethren still be- 
lieve that you are one of our “leaders,” and that hence you 
must have spoken with authority in your “Epistle to the 
Jews" It is on this account that I, as an American Jew, 
am compelled to protest in a publication, read by the general 
Public, against the amazing and unjust statements con- 
tained in your “Manifesto” to us. 

You begin by expressing surprise that some American 
Jews should sympathize with Prussia, though this war was 
"made in Germany." Let me tell you, Mr. Zangwill, that 
mot some, but most of the American Jews, and | hope of 
the entire world, are sympathising with Germany. All the 
American Jewish dailies (with perhaps one exception) are 
outspoken pro-German. And do you know why? Because 
we are too intelligent to believe the poisoned English press. 
We do not allow our minds to be made up for us by the anti- 
German editorial writers. We read the documents and we 
are convinced, as every honest and sound-minded person, 
familiar with the political developments that lead to the war, 
must be, that, in this terrible conflagration, Germany was 
forced to take up arms for self-defense against Russian 
barbarity, French lust for revenge and English greed for 
money. For what was it, if not the desire to cripple Ger- 
man prosperity, that drove the “nation of shopkeepers” into 
the embrace of savage Russia a few years ago? And why 
did now England declare war against Germany? | con- 
sider you too intelligent to believe that England was willing 
to sacrifice millions of dollars and thousands of her sub- 
jects because she signed a treaty to preserve the neutrality 
of Belgium. You, as well as |, know that when she has 
nothing to gain, England is not so scrupulous about het 
signature. One example is sufficient to prove this assertion: 
In 1878 England signed the Berlin Tractate which contains 
distinct clause that Roumania must accord equal rights 
to her Jewish subjects, Up to the present day, Roumania 
has been treating her Jews as outlaws, thus violating 4 
treaty which England signed. And what has England done 
to enforce respect for her signature? She surely has not 
declared war against Roumania. Why? Because there was 
nothing to be gained for British interests by punishing 
little Roumania, while there is a great deal to be won by 
weakening powerful Germany. 

This, as we American Jews believe, being the case, how 
ridiculous it is for you to repeat the futile assertions of the 
hypocritical English press that Britain is fighting against 
German Militarism. If it is noble and moral to try to crush 
Germany because she has a splendid army (which, by the 
way, she has been compelled to maintain, being hemmed in 
between two powerful and military enemies), why is it 
less noble for another nation to destroy England, on account 
of her tremendous navy? In which way is Militarism 4 
greater danger to civilization than "navyism"? 

You speak of Germany's “barbarous” behavior in this 
war. Here, again, you are condemning Germany without 
listening to her side of the story. But, in any case, it 
sounds rather awkward that an Englishman should accuse 
Germany of barbarism, when the Allies, not satisfied to cast 
their lot with “civilized” Russia, have called upon the Turco 
and Japan into this European struggle. Your sophisticated 
excuse that England is using “black means for white ends 
is an empty phrase, for you are begging the question. We 
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believe that every war is barbarous, unless it is fought for 
self-defence. England cannot claim this excuse, hence it 
is England and her allies who brought about this war; they 
are the real barbarians. And if you call Germany’s punish- 
ing civilian snippers “barbarous,” I should like to know 
how “civilized” England would treat civilians caught firing 
at her soldiers? 


Your suspicion that the Jews hold off their sympathy 
from the allies on account of Russia, is only partly correct. 
Even if Russia would take no part in the war we would 
sympathize with Germany, because we believe that the allies 
are wrong. But, now that Russia sides with the allies, of 
course, no sane person could expect the Jews of neutral 
states to wish the allies success, for this would mean greater 
glory for the Czar and more suffering for our Russlan co- 
religionists. 


Your amazing statement that it is better for the Russian 
Jews to "continue to suffer than that the great interest of 
Civilization should be submerged by the triumph of Prus- 
sian militarism” surpasses in its cruelty and injustice any- 
thing I have ever seen written by a Jew. 


Mr. Zangwill, do you know what it means to suffer in 
Rus You have read about pogroms, Have you ever 
lived through one? You have heard of your ally, the cos- 
sack, But did you ever feel his lash? And if you say that 
your imaginative mind can clearly picture to you all the 
horrors of Jewish life in Russia, even though you never 
experienced them in person, do you still maintain that you 
are willing to have your unfortunate 6,000,000 brethren tor- 
tured indefinitely, in order to save “civilization,” meaning, 
of course, English civilization, which allows such atrocities— 
nay, which, by its alliance with the Czar, sanctions all his 
barbarities perpetrated on our brethren? 


You are trying to win our sympathy for England by telling 
us that Sir Edward Grey has assured you that when Ger- 
many will be defeated, Russia will be “encouraged” to treat 
the Jews like human beings. And you, Mr. Zangwill, state 
that this is not a promise of “a politician in a crisis.” Is 
that really so? Where was Sir Edward Grey till now? 
Why did he not “encourage” Russia to stop the scandalous 
Beilis trial? Why did he not encourage the Czar to allow 
You, Mr. Zangwill, to enter Russia? I suppose you did not 
forget the answer the same Sir Grey gave to the “English 
Jewish Committee” when they asked him to bring some 
Pressure on the Czar that he respect a British passport in the 
hands of a Jew? 

And in conclusion, let me quote a passage from II Ghron- 
icles, xx: 37, in which Sir Churchill may be interested: 

"Then prophesied Eliezer, the son of Dodavohu of Mar- 
eshah, against Jehoshaphat, saying, "Because thou hast con- 
nected thyself with Acharyahu, the Lord hath broken down 
thy works, and the ships vere wrecked, so that they were not 
able to go to Tarshish.' " Meyer I. Leff, M. D. 


September 14, 1914. 


qum Kaiser is beloved of his people, whose hopes and 
aspirations he understands and tries to realize.— 
Truth, 


Je romance belongs to France, Germany in material 

achievement has been the United States of Europe. Its 
thinkers in many ways have dominated modern thought. One 
of the chief assets of the world is at stake in the titanic 
contest.—Public Ledger. 


GERMAN ATROCITIES A MYTH. 


AE T. MeCUTCHEON one of the most trustworthy of' 

American correspondents and who is now actually om 
the field of war, in the Morning World of Sept; 19, writes 
how he sought for and failed to find atrocities committed by; 
German soldiers in Belgium. Among other things he writes: 


“The stories of German atrocities were so revolting that: 
one was astounded that the German character could have 
undergone such a change in such a few days, that a nation 
which had been so completely a home loving and sentimental? 
one could in a few days have reverted to the. practices of: 
barbarism. It seemed unbelievable. 

By a combination of circumstances as unexpected as theyr 
were unplanned, I have been given a chance to see the other 
side of the story. 

I have been with the German army for nearly two weeks: 
and have seen at close range the marvellous discipline and” 
precision of the most wonderful military machine that thes 
world has ever known. 

In that time from Louvain to the French frontier at Beau. 
mont there has mot been a singlo instance of wanton bru- 
tality which has come under my observation, 

The widely disseminated stories of German atrocities weres 
found to be groundless, and I am sincerely convinced, after- 
my association with and observation of the officers and pri- 
vate soldiers of the German columns with which I have trav-- 
elled, that no army could go through a hostile country with, 
fewer exhibitions of brutality. 

Regardless of one's opinion as to the justness or unjust. 
ness of the German cause, it seems only fair that this stat 
ment be made in refutation of the stories of German brutal 
ity which have flooded the world,” 


NEWS FAKING, 


I SUSPECT that any newspaper press in times of" 

stress like these, tends to grow yellow, writes Will 
Irwin in Colliers Weekly, from London. Though they 
have no glaring headlines which to deceive, certain: 
British newspapers have, in the past few days, per- 
formed feats of noise which equal our best efforts. On 
German atrocities they have spread themselves setting: 
down as fact what looks to the experienced journalist 
like mere rumor. War is not a pretty thing; and no in- 
vading army is composed entirely of chevaliers without 
reproach. Ask the old Southern people or the old’ 
Northern people of the borders how our American 
armies behaved in the Civil War. From a few possibly 
accurate reports of German barbarities, and from a few 
reports wirich look like street invention, the British 
newspapers are building a picture of an army which 
ignores the rules of war. 

And though they have no large, red headlines, the 
London newspapers are stimulating the sale of extras 
through the news sheets—those red posters which the 
London newsboy carries to advertise his wares. “Great 
Fleet Action” we read to-day. All London hurried to 
buy, believing that the long-expected battle in the North 
Sea had arrived. We found that a French cruiser was 
reported to have sunk an Austrian in the Mediterran- 
ean. At the end of the dispatch we read, in very small; 
type that the report had not been confirmed. 
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